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Clare and Bryson take home the world 
 at Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 

• Horatio Clare wins £5k Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year 

• Bill Bryson receives Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing Award 

Down to the Sea in Ships, Horatio Clare’s account of the ordinary men that place their lives in 
extraordinary danger on container ships on the high seas, was announced as the Stanford Dolman 
Travel Book of the Year this evening at an event at London’s National Liberal Club. 

“In selecting a winner from our wonderful shortlist, we kept in mind that one of the great litmus 
tests of travel writing is companionship, how much the reader relishes the company of the writer,” 
said prize Chair, Barnaby Rogerson. “We wanted to be led on an adventure, we wanted new doors 
opened, fresh horizons of inquiry unveiled, we want to be filled with wonder and enthusiasm at the 
dazzling riches of our world. Down to the Sea in Ships ticked every box.” 

“It is a book charged full of vim and passion,” continued Rogerson. “Filled with polished, near 
poetic prose, it is alert to labour as well as beauty, the loneliness of long-distance sea travel as well 
as the communities that form below deck, and are dissipated with each new voyage.” 

Chris Schüler, outgoing Chairman of the Authors’ Club, echoed Rogerson’s words adding that 
“Down to the Sea in Ships is a book entirely worthy of its place amongst the Stanford Dolman’s 
illustrious list of past victors. In this first year of our partnership with Stanfords, we couldn’t have 
hoped for a better choice from our judges to capture the essence of this vital prize - a work of true 
literary excellence and cultural importance.” 

As winner, Clare received a cheque for £5,000 and a specially commissioned hand-made globe by 
master globe-makers, Lander & May. 

Best-selling travel author Bill Bryson was also honoured at the Awards when he received the 
Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing. Selected from public 
nominations by specialists at high street and independent bookshops, including Waterstones, 
Blackwell’s, Daunt Books and the Hungerford Bookshop, this is the first time the Award has been 
presented. 

"I am hugely honoured to receive this award,” said Bryson, “particularly as it comes from 
booksellers, my favourite people on the whole planet.” 

Tony Maher, Managing Director of Edward Stanford Limited, said “Bill’s elegant, witty and amiable 
prose has been entertaining readers for many years. From adventures walking the Appalachian 
Trail, to defining the British better than any Brit has ever managed, he has a turn of phrase at once 
insightful and hilarious.  
 
“The beauty in his writing is often its brevity and sincerity; it is understatedly, unassumingly, 
powerful. I couldn’t be more thrilled that he is the first recipient of the Edward Stanford Award for 

12-14 Long Acre  
London  
WC2E 9LP 
E: info@EdwardStanfordAwards.com �1

EdwardStanfordAwards.com 
F: Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 

T: @ESTravelAwards 
#StanfordDolman



�
PRESS RELEASE 

*EMBARGOED UNTIL 19.30 ON MONDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER 2015* 

Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, and commend the public and our bookselling partners 
on their choice.” 

As well as receiving his own handmade globe trophy, Bryson’s name was inscribed on a 
commemorative globe which will go on permanent display at Stanfords, Covent Garden. The 
names of future winners will be added to the globe in due course. 

Maher also announced that the 2016 Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards ceremony would 
move to coincide with the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival, which will take place at the 
Destinations Show, Olympia in February 2017. 

Stanfords entered into sponsorship of the Stanford Dolman prize earlier this year, in association 
with the Authors’ Club and donor, Rev. Dr. Bill Dolman, doubling its funds and adding it to the newly 
created Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards, alongside the Edward Stanford Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Further information 

Down to the Sea in Ships: Of Ageless Oceans and Modern Men, Horatio 
Clare 
9780099526292, Vintage (Penguin Random House) 

About the book  
Our lives depend on shipping but it is a world which is largely hidden from us. 
In every lonely corner of every sea, through every night, every day, and in 
every imaginable weather, tiny crews of seafarers work the giant ships which 
keep landed life afloat. These ordinary men live extraordinary lives, subject to 
dangers and difficulties we can only imagine, from hurricanes and pirates to 
years of confinement in hazardous, if not hellish, environments. Horatio Clare 
joins two container ships on their epic voyages across the globe and 
experiences unforgettable journeys. As the ships cross seas of history and incident, seafarers 
unfold the stories of their lives, and a beautiful and terrifying portrait of the oceans and their human 
subjects emerges. 

About the author  
Horatio Clare is the bestselling author of two memoirs, Running for the Hills (Somerset Maugham 
Award) and Truant; the travel book A Single Swallow – which follows the birds' migration from 
South Africa to the UK – and a novella, The Prince's Pen, the retelling of a Mabinogion tale. An 
award-winning journalist, occasional teacher, former radio producer, sporadic broadcaster and 
Fellow in creative writing at the University of Liverpool, Horatio writes regularly on nature and travel 
for The Daily Telegraph, the Financial Times and various international publications. He and his 
family are currently based in Yorkshire. 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About the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards: 

Launched in 2015, the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards seek to celebrate the best travel 
writing, and travel writers, in the world. In its first year it consists of the Stanford Dolman Travel 
Book of the Year and the Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, 
with the latter being awarded by a panel of high street and independent booksellers. The category 
list will be expanded in future years to cover other areas of print and online travel writing. 

About the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year, 
in association with the Authors’ Club: 

In 2006, the Rev. Dr. William Dolman and the Authors’ Club launched the Dolman Travel Book 
Award. Last year’s winner was Sylvain Tesson’s Consolations of the Forest: Alone in a Cabin in 
the Middle Taiga. Edward Stanford Limited relaunched the Dolman Travel Book Award in 2015, 
renaming it the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year, in association with the Authors’ Club, 
doubling the prize fund to £5k and adding it as a category within the Edward Stanford Travel 
Writing Awards. 

Judging panel for the 2015 Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year: 

Oliver Bullough is a Welsh author and journalist, who has written two books about Russia, fusing 
travel and history. The second of them, The Last Man in Russia, was shortlisted for the Dolman 
Prize in 2014. 

Jason Goodwin is the author of books of travel and history, including The Gunpowder Gardens: 
Travels through India and China in Search of Tea; On Foot to the Golden Horn: A Walk to 
Istanbul; and Lords of the Horizons: A History of the Ottoman Empire. 

Katie Hickman is the author of Daughters of Britannia, The Aviary Gate, Dreams of the 
Peaceful Dragon, A Journey into Bhutan, and A Trip to the Light Fantastic amongst other 
books. Her books have been translated into 20 languages. 

Robert Macfarlane is the author of Mountains of the Mind, The Wild Places and The Old Ways, 
amongst other books. He was joint winner of the Dolman Award in 2012. He is a Fellow of 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge. 

Barnaby Rogerson has written half a dozen guide-books and an equal number of histories about 
North Africa and early Islam. He also works at Eland, which keeps in print over a hundred travel 
classics. 

Jeremy Seal is a writer and journalist with a particular interest in Turkey.  He is the author of A Fez 
of the Heart and Meander. 

Sara Wheeler is the author of many books including the international bestseller Terra Incognita: 
Travels in the Antarctic. She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature, a Trustee of the 
London Library and a Contributing Editor of the Literary Review. 
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About Stanfords:  

Edward Stanford Limited was founded in 1853 by Edward Stanford in Charing Cross Road in 
London. In 1901 the Company moved to its current flagship location in Long Acre, Covent Garden. 
Famed throughout the World as a publisher of maps, Stanfords expanded into retail following the 
move to Covent Garden. To this day Stanfords stocks the largest range of maps in the World as 
well as travel guides, the World’s largest selection of globes and other travel related product. It has 
a further shop in Bristol, a website and a specialist Business Mapping Service based in 
Manchester. Edward Stanford Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Edward Stanford Group 
Limited. 

About the Authors’ Club: 

Founded by the novelist and critic Walter Besant in 1891 as a place where 
writers could meet and talk, the Authors’ Club also welcomes publishers, editors, 
agents, journalists, academics and anyone professionally involved with 
literature. Early members included Oscar Wilde, George Meredith, Thomas 
Hardy, Arthur Conan Doyle, JM Barrie, Jerome K Jerome, Ford Madox Ford, HG 
Wells, Compton Mackenzie, Thornton Wilder and Graham Greene, while guest 
speakers included Emile Zola, Mark Twain, Rudyard Kipling, Winston Churchill, 
Bram Stoker, TS Eliot and Clement Attlee. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information please contact Dan Lewis on 07880 333135, at 
info@EdwardStanfordAwards.com or dan.lewis@stanfords.co.uk 

Visit EdwardStanfordAwards.com for further details and to request POS packs. Follow the Edward 
Stanford Awards on Twitter - @ESTravelAwards #StanfordDolman 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Ends. 
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