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London 6th January 2017 
 
Two literary giants find themselves in the running for the Fiction (with a sense of place) Book of the Year 
in shortlists for the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards announced today. The High Mountains of 
Portugal by Yann Martel, author of 2002 Man Booker winner Life of Pi, is joined on the shortlist by The 
Noise of Time by Julian Barnes, who claimed the same prize in 2011 for The Sense of an Ending. They are 
joined on the shortlist by novels by authors Jessie Burton, Eowyn Ivey, Robert Seethaler and Madeleine 
Thien, with locations including Alaska, Austria, China, Portugal, Spain and the former USSR. 
 
Lyn Hughes, co-founder of Wanderlust magazine and chair of judges for the category, said: “Setting is a 
vital aspect of any novel; writers are granted all flights of fancy when it comes to character or plot, but if 
they are unable to transport the reader to their chosen locale, to bring the sights, sounds and smells of 
their characters’ surroundings to life, they will have failed. Our shortlisted writers have succeeded 
brilliantly, creating vividly portrayed backdrops around the world and across the centuries.” 
 
Setting is also key, alongside blood, sweat and tears, in the shortlist for the Adventure Travel Book of the 
Year. Cycling exploits feature heavily: in Mark Beaumont’s Africa Solo, which tells of his record-breaking 
ride across Africa; Zimbabwean adventurer Sean Conway’s Cycling the Earth; and Dare to Do, Sarah Outen’s 
account of how she single-handedly circled the globe by bicycle, canoe and boat. Levison Wood and Dan 
Richards take us high into the mountains in Walking the Himalayas and Climbing Days respectively, while 
Crossing the Congo is an account of Mike Martin, Chloe Baker and Charlie Hatch-Barnwell’s epic 2,500-mile 
African journey. Phoebe Smith, Wanderlust editor and chair of judges for the category, said: “This shortlist 
is a tribute to the human spirit of endeavour and adventure, containing not just thrills and spills but 
inspiration on every page.”  
 
Recipes from around the world, including Iran, Pakistan and Ibiza, feature in the Food and Travel Book 
of the Year shortlist, while folk tales, language and wildlife feature heavily in the Children’s Travel Book 
of the Year category. Islands and countries that no longer exist (if they ever did), maps from over 400 



years past and photography from some of the world’s most stunning locations can be found on the 
shortlist for the Illustrated Travel Book of the Year. Finally, maps are at the core of the majority of the 
Innovation in Travel Publishing Award shortlist. 
 
Tony Maher, Managing Director of Edward Stanford Limited, said: “As the world grows smaller and in 
many cases more dangerous, travel writing in all its forms keeps us in touch with our global family. These 
disparate shortlists have one unifying feature – they are all marvellous examples of what travel writing and 
publishing does best, which is to show the reader a world far from our own doorsteps, made reachable by 
these glorious, powerful and unforgettable books.” 
 
The shortlists in full are as follows (alphabetically by author/creator):  
 
Specsavers Fiction (with a sense of place) 

 The Noise of Time by Julian Barnes (Jonathan Cape) 

 The Muse by Jessie Burton (Picador) 

 To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey (Tinder) 

 The High Mountains of Portugal by Yann Martel (Canongate) 

 The Tobacconist by Robert Seethaler, trans. by Charlotte Collins (Picador) 

 Do Not Say We Have Nothing by Madeleine Thien (Granta) 
 
Wanderlust Adventure Travel Book of the Year 

 Africa Solo by Mark Beaumont (Bantam Press) 

 Cycling the Earth by Sean Conway (Ebury) 

 Crossing the Congo: Over Land and Water in a Hard Place by Mike Martin, Chloe Baker and Charlie 
Hatch-Barnwell (C. Hurst & Co) 

 Dare to Do: Taking on the Planet by Bike and Boat by Sarah Outen (Nicholas Brealey) 

 Climbing Days by Dan Richards (Faber & Faber) 

 Walking the Himalayas: An Adventure of Survival and Endurance by Levison Wood (Hodder & 
Stoughton) 

 
National Book Tokens Children’s Travel Book of the Year 

 Atlas of Oddities by Clive Gifford & Tracy Worrall (Red Shed) 

 Atlas of Animal Adventures by Lucy Letherland, Rachel Williams and Emily Hawkins (Wide Eyed 
Editions) 

 Hello World: A Celebration of Languages and Curiosities by Jonathan Litton and L’Atelier Cartographik 
(360 Degrees) 

 A River by Marc Martin (Templar) 

 A Year Full of Stories: 52 Folk Tales and Legends from Around the World by Angela McAllister and 
Christopher Corr (Frances Lincoln Children’s Books) 

 A Walk on the Wild Side by Louis Thomas (Frances Lincoln Children’s Books) 
 
Food and Travel magazine Food and Travel Book of the Year 

 Persepolis: Vegetarian Recipes from Peckham, Persia and Beyond by Sally Butcher (Pavilion) 

 The Saffron Tales: Recipes from the Persian Kitchen by Yasmin Khan (Bloomsbury) 

 Provence to Pondicherry: Recipes from France and Faraway by Tessa Kiros (Quadrille) 

 Eivissa: The Ibiza Cookbook by Anne Sijmonsbergen (HarperCollins) 

 Rick Stein’s Long Weekends by Rick Stein (BBC Books) 

 Summers Under the Tamarind Tree: Recipes and Memories from Pakistan by Sumayya Usmani (Frances 
Lincoln) 

 
Destinations Show Illustrated Travel Book of the Year 

 Explorer’s Sketchbooks: The Art of Discovery and Adventure by Huw Lewis-Jones and Kari Herbert 
(Thames and Hudson) 



 The Travel Book: A Journey Through Every Country in the World (Lonely Planet) 

 An Atlas of Countries That Don’t Exist by Nick Middleton (Macmillan) 

 This Land: Landscape Wonders of Britain by Roly Smith and Joe Cornish (Frances Lincoln) 

 Britain’s Tudor Maps: County by County by John Speed (Batsford) 

 The Un-Discovered Islands: An Archipelago of Myths, Mysteries, Phantoms and Fates by Malachy Tallack 
and Katie Scott (Polygon) 

 
London Book Fair Innovation in Travel Publishing 

 Where the Animals Go: Tracking Wildlife with Technology in 50 Maps and Graphics by James Cheshire 
and Oliver Uberti (Particular Books) 

 Citix60 series by Victionary (Gingko Press) 

 Curiocity: In Pursuit of London by Henry Eliot and Matt Lloyd-Rose (Particular Books) 

 Atlas Obscura by Joshua Foer, Dylan Thuras and Ella Morton (Workman) 

 Blue Crow Media Maps (Blue Crow Media) 

 Lonely Planet Best of series (Lonely Planet) 
 
Travel readers are invited to vote on their favourites from the shortlists announced, with their overall 
votes being combined with the judging panel votes. Votes can be cast at 
edwardstanfordawards.com/vote-and-win until 25th January, and one voter will win £100 of National 
Book Tokens. The shortlist for the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year, in association with the 
Authors’ Club, will be announced on 17th January at the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards launch 
party at the National Liberal Club. The winners of all categories, as well as the Lonely Planet Travel Blog of 
the Year and Bradt Travel Guides New Travel Writer of the Year, and the Edward Stanford Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, will be revealed on 2nd February during the Stanfords Travel 
Writers Festival at Destinations: The Holiday and Travel Show at Olympia. The awards will be supported 
by a trade-wide travel books instore promotion at booksellers and libraries from 6th January until 24th 
February. 
 
The Winner of the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the year receives £5,000 and all winners receive an 
antique globe trophy, to be presented at the Awards ceremony. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Jon Howells: jon@jonhowellspr.com / 07766 396844 

 
Notes for Editors 
 
About the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 
Launched in 2015, the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards seek to celebrate the best travel writing, 
and travel writers, in the world. In its first year, it consists of the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the 
Year and the Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, with the latter 
being awarded by a panel of high street and independent booksellers. The category list was expanded in 
2016 to cover other areas of print and online travel writing. The winner of the 2016 Edward Stanford 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing was Bill Bryson. 
 
About the sponsors 
 

1. The Authors’ Club 
Founded by the novelist and critic Walter Besant in 1891 as a place where writers could meet and talk, the 
Authors’ Club also welcomes publishers, editors, agents, journalists, academics and anyone professionally 
involved with literature. Early members included Oscar Wilde, George Meredith, Thomas Hardy, Arthur 
Conan Doyle, JM Barrie, Jerome K Jerome, Ford Madox Ford, HG Wells, Compton Mackenzie, 
Thornton Wilder and Graham Greene, while guest speakers included Emile Zola, Mark Twain, Rudyard 
Kipling, Winston Churchill, Bram Stoker, TS Eliot and Clement Attlee. (Recent guests have included 
Deborah Moggach, Miranda Seymour, Robert MacFarlane, Matthew Sweet, Amanda Craig, Blake 

http://www.edwardstanfordawards.com/vote-and-win


Morrison, Susie Boyt, Charles Spencer, Lisa Appignanesi and June Whitfield.) The Club celebrated its 
125th anniversary in November 2016. 
 

2. Bradt Travel Guides 
When Hilary Bradt set out to explore South America in 1973, little did she realise that the journey would 
lead to the creation of what is now the largest independent travel-guide publisher in the UK. Bradt Travel 
Guides has a reputation for ‘getting there first’ – indeed, over half their guides have no direct competition 
– but, with more than 200 titles in print, they have the mainstream destinations covered too.  
 
Whatever the country, Bradt’s expert authors seek out those special spots off the beaten track. It’s an 
approach that makes Bradt the choice of passionate travellers from Kate Humble to Michael Palin, and its 
books have won a host of awards (including Top Guidebook Series of 2016 in the Wanderlust Travel 
Awards). After 43 years, Hilary herself is still very much involved, and the company as committed as ever 
to publishing pioneering guides to exceptional places. www.bradtguides.com 
 

3. Destinations Show 
With a 23-year legacy, Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show, in association with The Times, The Sunday 
Times and The Sunday Times Travel Magazine, has established itself as the World’s largest consumer travel 
event. Over 68,000 passionate travellers flock to our events at Olympia London and Manchester's 
EventCity to meet with over 640 leading and independent travel brands and tourist boards. The 
Destinations Show in London also presents the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival; a showcase of the very 
best travel authors sharing their inspiring stories and experiences over four days of talks, panel sessions 
and book signings. 
 

4. Food and Travel magazine 
Food and Travel magazine is the world’s leading gastronomic tourism title and serves an ever-growing 
number of consumers who want to meet and eat with the locals, explore an area's markets and cultural 
highlights and use the local services of a destination. Their tourism spending spreads deep into the local 
economy of each place they visit, creating real tourism wealth. They want to know what local ingredients 
the chefs are using, to sample the street food and visit local producers.  
 
The concept of gastronomic tourism has taken on increased importance around the world as destinations 
have realised that one of the unique elements that distinguishes them from their competitors is their 
culinary offering. Whether it is produce that is unique to the area or the way in which ingredients are 
combined, a destination's cuisine is often the entry point to its culture. 
 
The award-winning UK edition launched in 1997 and is distributed in 44 countries. Local language 
editions are published in Germany, Mexico, Turkey, Arabia, Italy and from 2017, Portugal. 
 

5. London Book Fair 
The London Book Fair (LBF) is the global marketplace for rights negotiation and the sale and 
distribution of content across print, audio, TV, film and digital channels. Taking place every spring in the 
world’s premier publishing and cultural capital, it is a unique opportunity to explore, understand and 
capitalise on the innovations shaping the publishing world of the future. LBF brings you direct access to 
customers, content and emerging markets. LBF 2017, the 46th Fair, will take place from 14 – 16 March 
2017, Olympia London. LBF’s London Book and Screen Week will run for the third year, with the book 
fair as the pivotal three-day event within a seven-day programme. London Book and Screen Week will 
begin on Monday 13 March. For further information, please visit: www.londonbookfair.co.uk 
 

6. Lonely Planet Pathfinders 
Lonely Planet live and breathe travel. Inspired by their community’s tales from the road, Lonely Planet 
created Pathfinders to evolve an ever-expanding network of travel experts.  
Real stories from real people – people with a passion for exploring the world – are an endless source of 
inspiration for travellers. Blogs and social media play an increasing role in the travel planning process. 
Lonely Planet wants to nurture this travel documenting talent and share the best content with the global 
audience. 

http://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/


 
7. National Book Tokens 

The only gift cards accepted in all major bookselling chains and independents across the UK and Ireland, 
including: WH Smith, Waterstones, Blackwell, Easons, John Smith, Foyles, Stanfords and all good 
independent bookshops. They can also be spent online and on eBooks  
  
The perfect gift for any occasion, from birthdays and Christmas to congratulations and Mother’s Day; 
from exam results and Father’s Day to back-to-school or perhaps as a simple "thank you".  The perfect 
gift for recipients of all ages, from toddlers excited by the massive range of fantastic children’s books in 
their local bookshop, to life-long booklovers, with time to browse and find something new.  
www.nationalbooktokens.com 
 

8. Specsavers 
Specsavers is a partnership of almost 2,000 locally-run businesses throughout the world – all committed 
to delivering high quality, affordable optical and hearing care in the communities they serve.  
They have long been a champion of books, having sponsored the Specsavers Book Club on More 4, the 
Specsavers Crime Thriller Book Club and Specsavers Crime Thriller Awards on ITV3, the National Book 
Awards and the recently announced Specsavers Bestseller Awards. 
Specsavers also supports the Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards. 
 

9. Stanfords 
Edward Stanford Limited was founded in 1853 by Edward Stanford in Charing Cross Road in London. 
In 1901 the Company moved to its current flagship location in Long Acre, Covent Garden. Famed 
throughout the World as a publisher of maps, Stanfords expanded into retail following the move to 
Covent Garden. To this day Stanfords stocks the largest range of maps in the World as well as travel 
guides, the World’s largest selection of globes and other travel related product. It has a further shop in 
Bristol, a website and a specialist Business Mapping Service based in Manchester. Edward Stanford 
Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Edward Stanford Group Limited. 
 

10. Wanderlust 
The proudly independent, multi-award winning Wanderlust travel magazine launched 23 years ago. It is the 
UK’s leading magazine for people with a passion for travel combining the right mix of wildlife, activities 
and cultural insight – not to mention inspirational writing and photography. Travel author Bill Bryson 
said, “There simply isn’t a better magazine for the serious traveller.” 
  
Co-founder and Editor-in-Chief, Lyn Hughes, was lauded by The Times, as one of the “50 Most Influential 
People in Travel”, and it is her passion, specifically for sustainable tourism, that continues to focus the 
Wanderlust Travel Media business on providing exciting content, about exploring the wonders abound 
throughout the world.  
www.wanderlust.co.uk 
 
About Agile Ideas 
Launched in Bath in 2004, Agile Ideas is an independent, project management agency specializing in 
Book-based Prizes, Awards and Promotions. Since helping to create the commercial platform for the 
original Richard & Judy Book Club, Agile Ideas has project managed and helped administer many 
properties including; The Wainwright Golden Beer Literary Prize, The Bord Gais Energy Irish Book 
Awards, The Specsavers CrimeThriller Awards, The Cross Sports Book Awards. 
 

http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/
http://www.wanderlust.co.uk/

