
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
               
 

  
*FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE* 

  
WRITERS, TRAVELLERS, ADVENTURERS AND RETAILERS JOIN 
“THE MOST QUALIFIED PANEL OF JUDGES IMAGINABLE” FOR 

EDWARD STANFORD TRAVEL WRITING AWARDS 
 

Bradt Travel Guides, Destinations Holiday and Travel Show, Food and Travel magazine, 
London Book Fair, National Book Tokens, and Specsavers join the Authors’ Club, 

Lonely Planet and Wanderlust on roster of partners 
 

London, 12th December, 2016 
 
Travel writers, adventurers, novelists and broadcasters with “millions of miles worth of travel 
experience” join retailers and editors in judging panels announced today, Monday 12th December 
2016, for the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards. Travel writer and biographer Sara 
Wheeler FRSC (Terra Incognita, Cherry: A Life of Apsley Cherry-Gerrard, The Magnetic North) is Chair 
of the panel that will decide the winner of the prestigious Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the 
Year (in association with the Authors’ Club), while Phoebe Smith, editor of Wanderlust, award-
winning travel writer and author of many books on adventure and the outdoors, heads up the 
panel judging the Wanderlust Adventure Travel Book of the Year Award. Lyn Hughes, travel 
writer, ethical travel advisor and co-founder and Editor-in-Chief of Wanderlust magazine, chairs 
the Specsavers Fiction (with a sense of place) judging panel.  
 
They are joined on their respective panels by a collection of travel experts who will help judge 
some of the categories that make up the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards.  
 

 Benedict Allen – writer, explorer and adventurer whose books and television 
programmes include Into the Abyss, The Faber Book of Exploration (ed.), The Last of the 
Medicine Men and Expedition Africa 

 Helena Attlee – writer, academic and gardens expert whose books include The Land 
Where Lemons Grow, Italy’s Private Gardens, Great Gardens of Britain and The Gardens of Japan 

 Nic Bottomley, co-founder and owner Bath independent Mr B’s Emporium of Reading 
Delights, twice named Independent Bookshop of the Year 

 Matthew Fort – food writer and critic and judge on the BBC’s Great British Menu whose 
books include Sweet Honey, Bitter Lemons: Travels in Sicily on a Vespa, Cooking by Numbers and 
the forthcoming Summer in the Islands 



 Jason Goodwin – historian and author of books including A Time for Tea: Travels in China 
and India in Search of Tea, On Foot to the Golden Horn, and the ‘Yashmin the Ottoman 
Investigator’ series of mysteries 

 Katie Hickman – novelist, travel writer and historian whose books include Courtesans, 
Daughters of Britannia, Travels with a Mexican Circus and The Quetzal Summer 

 Jeremy Seal – writer, broadcaster and expert on Turkey whose books include A Fez of the 
Heart, The Snakebite Survivors Club and Meander: East to West Along a Turkish River 

 Amy Sohanpaul, editor of Traveller magazine and author and co-author of many travel 
guides and handbooks 

 Rukhsana Yasmin, freelance editor, winner of the Kim Scott Walwyn Prize 2012 and a 
Bookseller Rising Star in 2014 

 
Tony Maher, Managing Director of Edward Stanford Limited, said: “These expanded Awards 
deserve the best and this is surely the most qualified panel of judges imaginable. They are experts 
who have all helped to bring the furthest flung corners of the Earth into the reach of travel 
writing readers, and they will put their millions of miles worth of travel experience to excellent 
use in choosing our winners.” Maher also praised the high profile sponsors who are backing 
various Awards. He said: “I am absolutely delighted that we have managed to secure so many 
highly respected sponsors for the Awards and thank them all for their invaluable support.” 
 
Shortlists will be created by a panel of booksellers and travel publishing buyers from within the 
industry. The winners will be announced at a star-studded dinner on 2nd February 2017 during 
the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival at Destinations: The Holiday and Travel Show at Olympia.  
 
The winner of the first Bradt Travel Guides New Travel Writer of the Year competition, open only 
to unpublished aspiring travel writers, will also be revealed. The judging panel is overseen by 
Adrian Phillips, Bradt’s Managing Director and award-winning travel writer and broadcaster, as 
well as the publisher’s founder and travel guru Hilary Bradt, MBE. The winner’s prize will 
include a safari holiday for two to Uganda, a paid commission to write about the trip, and a place 
on the Bradt Travel-Writing Seminar. Submissions remain open until January 2nd 2017. 
 
The ceremony will also include the announcement of the winner of the Edward Stanford Award 
for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, received last year by Bill Bryson. Maher said: 
“How fitting that as we reward one figure for their incredibly important contribution to travel 
writing over many years, we also introduce the world to a brand new writer who, we hope, will 
be inspired to invite us to join us on their future journeys, wherever they may go.” 
 
National Book Tokens is sponsor of the Children’s Travel Book of the Year, London Book Fair 
sponsors the Innovation in Travel Publishing Award, Food and Travel magazine sponsors the Food 
and Travel Book of the Year Award, and Specsavers is sponsor of the Fiction (with a sense of 
place) Book of the Year. 
 
The winner of the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year receives £5,000 and all winners 
receive an antique globe trophy, to be presented at the awards ceremony. 
 
The full list of Awards is: 
 

 Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing 

 Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year, in association with the Authors’ Club 

 Specsavers Fiction (with a sense of place) 



 Wanderlust Adventure Travel Book of the Year 

 National Book Tokens Children’s Travel Book of the Year 

 Food and Travel magazine Food and Travel Book of the Year 

 Destinations Show Illustrated Travel Book of the Year 

 London Book Fair Innovation in Travel Publishing 

 Lonely Planet Pathfinders Travel Blog of the Year 

 Bradt Travel Guides New Travel Writer of the Year 
 
Shortlists for most categories will be announced on 6th January, though the Stanford Dolman 
Travel Book of the Year shortlist will revealed at the 2017 Edward Stanford Travel Writing 
Awards launch party at the National Liberal Club at 7pm on 17th January. The awards will be 
supported by a trade-wide travel books instore promotion at booksellers and libraries from 6th 
January until 24th February. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Jon Howells: jon@jonhowellspr.com / 07766 396844 

 
Notes for Editors 
 
About the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 
Launched in 2015, the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards seek to celebrate the best travel writing, 
and travel writers, in the world. In its first year it consists of the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the 
Year and the Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, with the latter 
being awarded by a panel of high street and independent booksellers. The category list was expanded in 
2016 to cover other areas of print and online travel writing. The winner of the 2016 Edward Stanford 
Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing was Bill Bryson. 
 
About the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year, in association with the Authors’ Club 
In 2006, the Rev. Dr. William Dolman and the Authors’ Club launched the Dolman Travel Book Award. 
Edward Stanford Limited relaunched the Dolman Travel Book Award in 2015, renaming it the Stanford 
Dolman Travel Book of the Year, in association with the Authors’ Club, doubling the prize fund to £5k 
and adding it as a category within the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards. Last year’s winner was 
Horatio Clare’s Down to the Sea in Ships. 
 
About the sponsors 
 

1. The Authors’ Club 
Founded by the novelist and critic Walter Besant in 1891 as a place where writers could meet and talk, the 
Authors’ Club also welcomes publishers, editors, agents, journalists, academics and anyone professionally 
involved with literature. Early members included Oscar Wilde, George Meredith, Thomas Hardy, Arthur 
Conan Doyle, JM Barrie, Jerome K Jerome, Ford Madox Ford, HG Wells, Compton Mackenzie, 
Thornton Wilder and Graham Greene, while guest speakers included Emile Zola, Mark Twain, Rudyard 
Kipling, Winston Churchill, Bram Stoker, TS Eliot and Clement Attlee. (Recent guests have included 
Deborah Moggach, Miranda Seymour, Robert MacFarlane, Matthew Sweet, Amanda Craig, Blake 
Morrison, Susie Boyt, Charles Spencer, Lisa Appignanesi and June Whitfield.) The Club celebrated its 
125th anniversary in November 2016. 
 

2. Bradt Travel Guides 
When Hilary Bradt set out to explore South America in 1973, little did she realise that the journey would 
lead to the creation of what is now the largest independent travel-guide publisher in the UK. Bradt Travel 
Guides has a reputation for ‘getting there first’ – indeed, over half their guides have no direct competition 
– but, with more than 200 titles in print, they have the mainstream destinations covered too.  
 



Whatever the country, Bradt’s expert authors seek out those special spots off the beaten track. It’s an 
approach that makes Bradt the choice of passionate travellers from Kate Humble to Michael Palin, and its 
books have won a host of awards (including Top Guidebook Series of 2016 in the Wanderlust Travel 
Awards). After 43 years, Hilary herself is still very much involved, and the company as committed as ever 
to publishing pioneering guides to exceptional places. www.bradtguides.com 
 

3. Destinations 
With a 23 year legacy, Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show, in association with The Times, The Sunday 
Times and The Sunday Times Travel Magazine, has established itself as the World’s largest consumer travel 
event. Over 68,000 passionate travellers flock to our events at Olympia London and Manchester's 
EventCity to meet with over 640 leading and independent travel brands and tourist boards. The 
Destinations Show in London also presents the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival; a showcase of the very 
best travel authors sharing their inspiring stories and experiences over four days of talks, panel sessions 
and book signings. 
 

4. London Book Fair 
The London Book Fair (LBF) is the global marketplace for rights negotiation and the sale and 
distribution of content across print, audio, TV, film and digital channels. Taking place every spring in the 
world’s premier publishing and cultural capital, it is a unique opportunity to explore, understand and 
capitalise on the innovations shaping the publishing world of the future. LBF brings you direct access to 
customers, content and emerging markets. LBF 2017, the 46th Fair, will take place from 14 – 16 March 
2017, Olympia London. LBF’s London Book and Screen Week will run for the third year, with the book 
fair as the pivotal three-day event within a seven-day programme. London Book and Screen Week will 
begin on Monday 13 March. For further information, please visit: www.londonbookfair.co.uk 
 

5. Lonely Planet Pathfinders 
Lonely Planet live and breathe travel. Inspired by their community’s tales from the road, Lonely Planet 
created Pathfinders to evolve an ever-expanding network of travel experts.  
Real stories from real people – people with a passion for exploring the world – are an endless source of 
inspiration for travellers. Blogs and social media play an increasing role in the travel planning process. 
Lonely Planet wants to nurture this travel documenting talent and share the best content with the global 
audience. 
 

6. National Book Tokens 
The only gift cards accepted in all major bookselling chains and independents across the UK and Ireland, 
including: WHSmith, Waterstones, Blackwell, Easons, John Smith, Foyles, Stanfords and all good 
independent bookshops. They can also be spent online and on eBooks  
  
The perfect gift for any occasion, from birthdays and Christmas to congratulations and Mother’s Day; 
from exam results and Father’s Day to back-to-school or perhaps as a simple "thank you".  The perfect 
gift for recipients of all ages, from toddlers excited by the massive range of fantastic children’s books in 
their local bookshop, to life-long booklovers, with time to browse and find something new.  
www.nationalbooktokens.com 
 

7. Specsavers 
Specsavers is a partnership of almost 2,000 locally-run businesses throughout the world – all committed 
to delivering high quality, affordable optical and hearing care in the communities they serve.  
They have long been a champion of books, having sponsored the Specsavers Book Club on More 4, the 
Specsavers Crime Thriller Book Club and Specsavers Crime Thriller Awards on ITV3, the National Book 
Awards and the recently announced Specsavers Bestseller Awards. 
Specsavers also supports the Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards. 
 

8. Stanfords 
Edward Stanford Limited was founded in 1853 by Edward Stanford in Charing Cross Road in London. 
In 1901 the Company moved to its current flagship location in Long Acre, Covent Garden. Famed 
throughout the World as a publisher of maps, Stanfords expanded into retail following the move to 

http://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/
http://www.nationalbooktokens.com/


Covent Garden. To this day Stanfords stocks the largest range of maps in the World as well as travel 
guides, the World’s largest selection of globes and other travel related product. It has a further shop in 
Bristol, a website and a specialist Business Mapping Service based in Manchester. Edward Stanford 
Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of Edward Stanford Group Limited. 
 

9. Wanderlust 
The proudly independent, multi-award winning Wanderlust travel magazine launched 23 years ago. It is the 
UK’s leading magazine for people with a passion for travel combining the right mix of wildlife, activities 
and cultural insight – not to mention inspirational writing and photography. Travel author Bill Bryson 
said, “There simply isn’t a better magazine for the serious traveller.” 
  
Co-founder and Editor-in-Chief, Lyn Hughes, was lauded by The Times, as one of the “50 Most Influential 
People in Travel”, and it is her passion, specifically for sustainable tourism, that continues to focus the 
Wanderlust Travel Media business on providing exciting content, about exploring the wonders abound 
throughout the world.  
www.wanderlust.co.uk 
 
About Agile Ideas 
Launched in Bath in 2004, Agile Ideas is an independent, project management agency specializing in 
Book-based Prizes, Awards and Promotions. Since helping to create the commercial platform for the 
original Richard & Judy Book Club, Agile Ideas has project managed and helped administer many 
properties including; The Wainwright Golden Beer Literary Prize, The Bord Gais Energy Irish Book 
Awards, The Specsavers CrimeThriller Awards, The Cross Sports Book Awards. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wanderlust.co.uk/

