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MICHAEL PALIN HONOURED FOR OUTSTANDING 

CONTRIBUTION WHILE “PASSION AND ANGER” OF 
 JULIAN SAYARER’S AMERICAN ROAD TRIP WINS  

STANFORD DOLMAN TRAVEL BOOK OF THE YEAR  
 

MADELEINE THIEN DEFEATS TWO MAN BOOKER WINNERS IN FICTION PRIZE 
AT EDWARD STANFORD TRAVEL WRITING AWARDS 

 

London, Thursday 2nd February 2017 
 
Michael Palin, the writer, actor and Monty Python star who became Britain’s favourite traveller 
following phenomenally successful BBC series and books such as Around the World in Eighty Days 
and Pole to Pole, was tonight presented with the Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to Travel Writing. Also at the ceremony, part of the Stanfords Travel Writing Festival 
celebrating writers and writing across ten categories, Interstate: Hitchhiking Through the State of a 
Nation, the story of a road trip from New York to San Francisco towards the end of the Obama 
administration, won the prestigious Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year Award.  
 
Author Levison Wood, himself a winner in the Adventure Travel category, presented Palin with 
his Award, saying: “Michael Palin was one of my childhood heroes, a real inspiration that led me 
to want to explore the world with the same enthusiasm and curiosity. His adventures around the 
world, across deserts, mountains and jungles have no doubt encouraged millions to do the same.” 
 
Accepting his Award, Palin said: “To be given an Outstanding Contribution Award for Travel 
Writing is a great honour. To be presented with it by an outstanding writer/adventurer like Levison 
Wood is icing on the cake. The cake itself is that the award comes from Stanfords, the first port 
of call on all my travels, and one of the few truly indispensable shops in the world.” 
 
Julian Sayarer, who once held the world record for the fastest circumnavigation of the globe by 
bicycle, overcame competition including travel writing legend Paul Theroux to win the Travel 
Book of the Year Award for Interstate. Chair of Judges, travel writer and biographer Sara Wheeler, 
said: “The decision was unanimous. Sayarer is a brilliantly thoughtful writer with no shortage of 
passion and anger. As befits the story of a road trip, the prose is the opposite of pedestrian: it is 
challenging and enigmatic – its power derives in part from what is left out. One can’t help thinking 
that the future of travel writing lies in this adventurous, post-modern genre.”  
 



In the hotly contested Specsavers Fiction (with a sense of place) Award, Madeleine Thien won for 
her novel, Do Not Say We Have Nothing, beating writers including Julian Barnes and Yann Martel in 
the process. Chair of Judges Lyn Hughes, co-founder of Wanderlust magazine, said the Man Booker 
shortlisted book was “an epic and powerful novel.”  
 
Levison Wood, who shares a birthday with his hero Michael Palin, won the Wanderlust Adventure 
Travel Book of the Year Award for Walking the Himalayas, an account of his 1,700-mile trek across 
the roof of the world. The judges said Wood exceeded the achievements of the accompanying 
television series, giving the book “a real sense of travel and place.” 
 
Illustrated books won several Awards: The National Book Tokens Children’s Travel Book of the 
Year was Atlas of Animal Adventures by Lucy Letherland, Rachel Williams and Emily Hawkins; The 
Destinations Show Illustrated Travel Book of the Year went to The Un-Discovered Islands: An Archipelago 
of Myths, Mysteries, Phantoms and Fakes by Malachy Tallack and Katie Scott; The London Book Fair 
Innovation in Travel Publishing Award was given to James Cheshire and Oliver Uberti for Where 
the Animals Go: Tracking Wildlife with Technology in 50 Maps and Graphics; and Tessa Kiros won the 
Food and Travel Magazine Food and Travel Book of the Year Award for “a true culinary travel book” 
Provence to Pondicherry: Recipes from France and Faraway. 
 
Two emerging talents were also highlighted at the ceremony: Dom Tulett was named winner of 
Bradt Travel Guides New Travel Writer of the Year competition for “a masterful piece of writing”, 
and will shortly be featured in the travel publisher’s Roam Alone: Inspiring Tales by Reluctant Solo 
Travellers; Lauren Williams’ The Enjoyable Rut was named Lonely Planet Travel Blog of the Year, for 
the freelance writer’s “perfect balance of travelogue and travel guide… Like reading postcards 
from a travel-mad best friend.” 
 
Tony Maher, Managing Director of Edward Stanford Limited, said: “These Awards celebrate and 
reward the very best writers in every genre of travel writing, from the newest of talents to 
household names. They show us the world beyond our own horizons, taking us with them on their 
journeys. Their words let us see, smell, touch and hear from our own armchair as they explore 
every inch of this incredible planet. They are an inspiration.” 
 
All winners received an antique globe trophy. The Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards are 
held to coincide with the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival at Destinations: The Holiday and Travel 
Show at Olympia. The awards are supported by a trade-wide travel books promotion in bookshops 
and libraries until 24th February. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
Jon Howells: jon@jonhowellspr.com / 07766 396844 

 
Notes for Editors 
 
About the winners 
 

1. Wanderlust Adventure Travel Book of the Year 
About the book 
Following in in the footsteps of the great explorers, Walking the Himalayas is Levison Wood's enthralling 
account of his 1,700-mile trek across the roof of the world. Levison encountered natural disasters, 
extremists, nomadic goat herders and shamans in his journey of discovery along the path of the ancient 
trade route of the Silk Road to the forgotten kingdom of Bhutan. 
 
About the author 

mailto:jon@jonhowellspr.com


Levison Wood is a full-time explorer and writer, who spent ten years in the British Army and led expeditions 
on five continents. As a photographer and journalist, he specialises in documenting people and cultures in 
remote regions and post-conflict zones. He has worked with various regional and national government 
departments in promoting access in developing economies. He is a Fellow of the Royal Geographical 
Society and International Fellow of the Explorers Club. 
 
The judges said: “It’s easy to be sceptical about a TV tie-in but Wood’s account of his five-country trek 
through the historic range doesn’t just expand on his on-screen adventures but exceeds them. An accessible, 
well-written tale of adventure that adds a real sense of travel and place to the drama, taking the reader on a 
journey from start to finish.” Phoebe Smith, Editor of Wanderlust magazine 
 

2. National Book Tokens Children’s Travel Book of the Year 
About the book 
From the team behind the best-selling Atlas of Adventures, the new Atlas of Animal Adventures collects together 
nature’s most unmissable events from between the two poles, including epic migrations, extraordinary 
behaviours, and Herculean habits. Readers will find hundreds of things to spot and learn new facts about 
every animal as they go on a journey of discovery. 
 
About the authors 

 Lucy Letherland is an illustrator based in London, UK. She graduated from Manchester School of 
Art in 2011 with a First Class BA (Hons) in illustration with animation. Lucy’s work is strongly led 
by humour and narrative, creating a playful, graphic quality. Lucy is the illustrator of the bestselling 
Atlas of Adventures.  

 

 Rachel Williams is the award-winning author of Atlas of Adventures. She lives and works in London. 
 

 Emily Hawkins is a writer and editor of children's books for all ages. She wrote the New York 
Times bestseller Oceanology, as well as several other titles in the Ology series, which has sold over 16 
million copies worldwide. She holds a first-class English degree from Nottingham University, and 
lives in Winchester with her young family. 

 
The winner was decided by a bookseller vote 
 

3. Specsavers Fiction (with a sense of place) 
About the book 
In Canada in 1991, ten-year-old Marie and her mother invite a guest into their home: a young woman who 
has fled China in the aftermath of the Tiananmen Square protests. Her name is Ai-Ming. As her relationship 
with Marie deepens, Ai-Ming tells the story of her family in revolutionary China, from the crowded 
teahouses in the first days of Chairman Mao's ascent to the Shanghai Conservatory in the 1960s and the 
events leading to the Beijing demonstrations of 1989. Written with exquisite intimacy, wit and moral 
complexity, Do Not Say We Have Nothing magnificently brings to life one of the most significant political 
regimes of the 20th century and its traumatic legacy, which still resonates for a new generation.  
 
About the author 
Madeleine Thien's novel Do Not Say We Have Nothing was shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize 2016 and 
won the Scotiabank Giller Prize 2016 and the Governor General Award 2016. She is also the author of the 
story collection Simple Recipes (2001) and the novels Certainty (2006) and Dogs at the Perimeter (Granta, 2012), 
which was shortlisted for Berlin's 2014 International Literature Award and won the Frankfurt Book Fair's 
2015 LiBeraturpreis. Her books and stories have been translated into 23 languages. The daughter of 
Malaysian-Chinese immigrants to Canada, she lives in Montreal. 
 
The judges said: “An epic and powerful novel that combines quality of writing with a great sense of place, 

well-drawn characters, and with music as a metaphor. It takes you into the hutongs of Shanghai and rural 

China during the Cultural Revolution, and you feel yourself being swept along towards Tiananmen Square 



with the protestors. The images stay with you long after you finish the book.” Lyn Hughes, Co-founder of 

Wanderlust  

4. Food and Travel Magazine Food and Travel Book of the Year 
About the book 
In Provence to Pondicherry Tessa Kiros takes the reader on a fascinating journey across the globe to explore 
French culinary influences in far-flung destinations. Her journey begins in Provence, where Tessa first fell 
in love with French food, and explores the Mediterranean region’s links between the indigenous ingredients, 
flavours, materials and traditions. She then takes the path of early French explorers, travelling to the island 
of Guadeloupe in the Caribbean; Vietnam in South-east Asia; Pondicherry on the Bay of Bengal, India; La 
Réunion, a French island in the Indian Ocean; finally returning to France and landing in Normandy, where 
the cuisine is so different from the South of France. In each destination, Tessa delves into the history and 
culinary traditions of the country (or region), discovering how French cuisine has become embroiled with 
local ingredients and traditions. 
 
About the author 
Born in London to a Greek-Cypriot father and Finnish mother, Tessa Kiros developed an interest in the 
food of different cuisines and travel from an early age. She grew up in South Africa and left home at 
eighteen to travel and cook, working in restaurants in London, Sydney, Athens and Mexico. She now lives 
in Tuscany with her Italian husband, Giovanni, and two daughters. Her first cookbook, Falling Cloudberries, 
was an instant success. Tessa has written a further eight books, exploring the food of Italy as a whole, 
Tuscany, Venice, Portugal and Greece. Evocative writing and beautiful photography epitomise her work. 
 
The judges said: “It was a close call but we came down in the end for Provence to Pondicherry as the winner 

because it was a true culinary travel book, it was a journey most people wouldn’t have considered, and 

visually it was strong, which is important given we all ‘eat with our eyes’.” Gregor Rankin, Publisher, Food 

and Travel Magazine 

5. Destinations Show Illustrated Travel Book of the Year 
About the book 
Gathered in The Un-Discovered Islands: An Archipelago of Myths, Mysteries, Phantoms and Fakes are two dozen 
islands, once believed to be real. These are the products of imagination, deception and simple human error. 
From Atlantis to more obscure tales from around the globe; from ancient history right up to the present 
day, this is an atlas of legend and wonder, of places discovered and then un-discovered. 
 
About the author 
Malachy Tallack has written for the New Statesman, the Guardian, Caught by the River and many other 
publications, online and in print. He won a New Writers’ Award from Scottish Book Trust in 2014, and 
the Robert Louis Stevenson Fellowship in 2015. He is from Shetland, and currently lives in Glasgow. 
 
The winner was decided by a bookseller vote 

6. London Book Fair Innovation in Travel Publishing 
About the book 
For thousands of years, tracking animals meant following footprints. Now satellites, drones, camera traps, 
cellphone networks, apps and accelerometers allow us to see the natural world like never before. In Where 
the Animals Go: Tracking Wildlife with Technology in 50 Maps and Graphics, Geographer James Cheshire and 
designer Oliver Uberti take the reader to the forefront of this animal-tracking revolution. Meet the scientists 
gathering wild data – from seals mapping the sea to baboons making decisions, from birds dodging 
tornadoes to jaguars taking selfies.  
 
About the authors 
James and Oliver's complementary skills enable them to produce graphics and book pages that few others 
can match. As a lecturer at University College London, James Cheshire applies his cartographic and 
programming skills to the staggering amount of data that scientists are now collecting. Oliver Uberti has 



more than a decade of experience visualizing and writing about wildlife research – from 2003 to 2012, he 
worked in the design department of National Geographic, most recently as Senior Design Editor. 
 
The winner was decided by a bookseller vote 
 

7. Bradt Travel Guides New Travel Writer of the Year 
Dom Tulett 
 
About the author 
Dom Tulett lives with his family in Harpenden. On his daily commute to London he writes stories for his 
daughter about the places to which he's travelled. One of these stories, My Daughter’s Laugh, has been 
selected for inclusion in Roam Alone: Inspiring Tales by Reluctant Solo Travellers, an anthology of short stories 
to be published by Bradt Travel Guides in April 2017. Alongside these, he is currently working on a novel 
set during the final months of the civil war in Sri Lanka. 
 
The judges said: “A skilful travel writer can craft a perfect piece out of an ordinary experience. That’s 
what Dom Tulett has done with his story of glimpsing a tiger in Nepal after many failed attempts. Other 
entrants had more exciting brief encounters but few took this much care with both the language and the 
structure, as well as having that extra something that engages the reader. Something that I call ‘oomph’. It’s 
a masterful piece of writing for which the judges were unanimous in awarding the prize.” Hilary Bradt, 
Founder of Bradt Travel Guides 
 

8. Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing 
Michael Palin 
 

9. Lonely Planet Pathfinders Travel Blog of the Year 
The Enjoyable Rut by Lauren Williams 
 
About the blogger 
Lauren Williams is a freelance writer, editor, blogger and copywriter specialising in travel and lifestyle. Her 
work has been featured in the Independent, Matador Network, aliljoy.com and Grabr. Time spent both living and 
working across Europe, North and South America deepened her love of sharing stories from around the 
world. 
 
The judges said: “Beautifully designed and packed with inspiring titbits, Lauren's blog is the perfect 
balance of travelogue and travel guide. She writes about far-flung trips and UK adventures – all with 
abounding enthusiasm – and pairs her words with lovely images. Like reading postcards from a travel-mad 
best friend.” 
 

10. Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the Year 
About the book 
Finding a project in New York city cancelled, Sayarer decides to hitchhike to San Francisco. Revisiting this 
timeless American journey finds an unseen nation in rough shape. Along the road are homeless people and 
anarchists who have dropped out of society altogether, and blue-collar Americans who seem to have lost 
all meaning in forgotten towns and food deserts. Helped along by roadside communities and encounters 
that somehow keep a sense of optimism alive, Interstate: Hitchhiking Through the State of a Nation grapples with 
the fault lines in US society. It tells a tale of Steinbeck and Kerouac, set against the indifference of the vast 
US landscape and the frustrated energy of American culture and politics at the start of a new century. 

 
About the author 
Julian Sayarer is an author, journalist, and is often called an adventurer, although normally by other people. 
He has cycled six times across Europe, hitchhiked across the United States, and in 2009 broke the 18,000-
mile world record for a circumnavigation by bicycle. A politics graduate, Julian's writing has appeared in 
the London Review of Books, New Statesman, Aeon Magazine, and many others, including a host of cycling 
publications. He writes slow travel, his writing from the roadside a 12mph view of the world in passing. 
 



The judges said: “Sayarer is a brilliantly thoughtful writer with no shortage of passion and anger. As befits 
the story of a road trip, the prose is the opposite of pedestrian: it is challenging and enigmatic - its power 
derives in part from what is left out. One can’t help thinking that the future of travel writing lies in this 
adventurous, post-modern genre.” Chair of Judges, Sara Wheeler 

 
About the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards 
Launched in 2015, the Edward Stanford Travel Writing Awards seek to celebrate the best travel writing, 
and travel writers, in the world. In its first year, it consisted of the Stanford Dolman Travel Book of the 
Year and the Edward Stanford Award for Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing, with the latter being 
awarded by a panel of high street and independent booksellers. The category list was expanded in 2016 to 
cover other areas of print and online travel writing. The winner of the 2016 Edward Stanford Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Travel Writing was Bill Bryson. 
 
About the sponsors 
 

1. The Authors’ Club 
Founded by the novelist and critic Walter Besant in 1891 as a place where writers could meet and talk, the 
Authors’ Club also welcomes publishers, editors, agents, journalists, academics and anyone professionally 
involved with literature. Early members included Oscar Wilde, George Meredith, Thomas Hardy, Arthur 
Conan Doyle, JM Barrie, Jerome K Jerome, Ford Madox Ford, HG Wells, Compton Mackenzie, Thornton 
Wilder and Graham Greene, while guest speakers included Emile Zola, Mark Twain, Rudyard Kipling, 
Winston Churchill, Bram Stoker, TS Eliot and Clement Attlee. (Recent guests have included Deborah 
Moggach, Miranda Seymour, Robert MacFarlane, Matthew Sweet, Amanda Craig, Blake Morrison, Susie 
Boyt, Charles Spencer, Lisa Appignanesi and June Whitfield.) The Club celebrated its 125th anniversary in 
November 2016. 
 

2. Bradt Travel Guides 
When Hilary Bradt set out to explore South America in 1973, little did she realise that the journey would 
lead to the creation of what is now the largest independent travel-guide publisher in the UK. Bradt Travel 
Guides has a reputation for ‘getting there first’ – indeed, over half their guides have no direct competition 
– but, with more than 200 titles in print, they have the mainstream destinations covered too.  
 
Whatever the country, Bradt’s expert authors seek out those special spots off the beaten track. It’s an 
approach that makes Bradt the choice of passionate travellers from Kate Humble to Michael Palin, and its 
books have won a host of awards (including Top Guidebook Series of 2016 in the Wanderlust Travel 
Awards). After 43 years, Hilary herself is still very much involved, and the company as committed as ever 
to publishing pioneering guides to exceptional places. www.bradtguides.com 
 

3. Destinations Show 
With a 23-year legacy, Destinations: The Holiday & Travel Show, in association with The Times, The Sunday 
Times and The Sunday Times Travel Magazine, has established itself as the world’s largest consumer travel event. 
Over 68,000 passionate travellers flock to events at Olympia London and Manchester's EventCity to meet 
with over 640 leading and independent travel brands and tourist boards. The Destinations Show in London 
also presents the Stanfords Travel Writers Festival; a showcase of the very best travel authors sharing their 
inspiring stories and experiences over four days of talks, panel sessions and book signings. 
 

4. Food and Travel Magazine 
Food and Travel Magazine is the world’s leading gastronomic tourism title and serves an ever-growing number 
of consumers who want to meet and eat with the locals, explore an area's markets and cultural highlights 
and use the local services of a destination. Their tourism spending spreads deep into the local economy of 
each place they visit, creating real tourism wealth. They want to know what local ingredients the chefs are 
using, to sample the street food and visit local producers.  
 
The concept of gastronomic tourism has taken on increased importance around the world as destinations 
have realised that one of the unique elements that distinguishes them from their competitors is their culinary 

http://www.bradtguides.com/


offering. Whether it is produce that is unique to the area or the way in which ingredients are combined, a 
destination's cuisine is often the entry point to its culture. 
 
The award-winning UK edition launched in 1997 and is distributed in 44 countries. Local language editions 
are published in Germany, Mexico, Turkey, Arabia, Italy and from 2017, Portugal. 
 

5. London Book Fair 
The London Book Fair (LBF) is the global marketplace for rights negotiation and the sale and distribution 
of content across print, audio, TV, film and digital channels. Taking place every spring in the world ’s 
premier publishing and cultural capital, it is a unique opportunity to explore, understand and capitalise on 
the innovations shaping the publishing world of the future. LBF brings you direct access to customers, 
content and emerging markets. LBF 2017, the 46th Fair, will take place from 14 – 16 March 2017, Olympia 
London. LBF’s London Book and Screen Week will run for the third year, with the book fair as the pivotal 
three-day event within a seven-day programme. London Book and Screen Week will begin on Monday 13 
March. For further information, please visit: www.londonbookfair.co.uk 
 

6. Lonely Planet Pathfinders 
Lonely Planet live and breathe travel. Inspired by their community’s tales from the road, Lonely Planet 
created Pathfinders to evolve an ever-expanding network of travel experts. Real stories from real people – 
people with a passion for exploring the world – are an endless source of inspiration for travellers. Blogs 
and social media play an increasing role in the travel planning process. Lonely Planet wants to nurture this 
travel documenting talent and share the best content with the global audience. 
 

7. National Book Tokens 
The only gift cards accepted in all major bookselling chains and independents across the UK and Ireland, 
including: WH Smith, Waterstones, Blackwell, Easons, John Smith, Foyles, Stanfords and all good 
independent bookshops. They can also be spent online and on eBooks.  
  
The perfect gift for any occasion, from birthdays and Christmas to congratulations and Mother’s Day; from 
exam results and Father’s Day to back-to-school or perhaps as a simple "thank you".  The perfect gift for 
recipients of all ages, from toddlers excited by the massive range of fantastic children’s books in their local 
bookshop, to life-long booklovers, with time to browse and find something new.  
www.nationalbooktokens.com 
 

8. Specsavers 
Specsavers is a partnership of almost 2,000 locally-run businesses throughout the world – all committed to 
delivering high quality, affordable optical and hearing care in the communities they serve.  
They have long been a champion of books, having sponsored the Specsavers Book Club on More 4, the 
Specsavers Crime Thriller Book Club and Specsavers Crime Thriller Awards on ITV3, the National Book 
Awards and the recently announced Specsavers Bestseller Awards. 
Specsavers also supports the Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards. 
 

9. Stanfords 
Edward Stanford Limited was founded in 1853 by Edward Stanford in Charing Cross Road in London. In 
1901 the Company moved to its current flagship location in Long Acre, Covent Garden. Famed throughout 
the World as a publisher of maps, Stanfords expanded into retail following the move to Covent Garden. 
To this day Stanfords stocks the largest range of maps in the world as well as travel guides, the world’s 
largest selection of globes and other travel related product. It has a further shop in Bristol, a website and a 
specialist Business Mapping Service based in Manchester. Edward Stanford Limited is a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Edward Stanford Group Limited. 
 

10. Wanderlust 
The proudly independent, multi-award winning Wanderlust travel magazine launched 23 years ago. It is the 
UK’s leading magazine for people with a passion for travel combining the right mix of wildlife, activities 
and cultural insight – not to mention inspirational writing and photography. Travel author Bill Bryson 

http://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/
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said, “There simply isn’t a better magazine for the serious traveller.” 
  
Co-founder and Editor-in-Chief, Lyn Hughes, was lauded by The Times, as one of the “50 Most Influential 
People in Travel”, and it is her passion, specifically for sustainable tourism, that continues to focus the 
Wanderlust Travel Media business on providing exciting content, about exploring the wonders abound 
throughout the world. www.wanderlust.co.uk 
 
About Agile Ideas 
Launched in Bath in 2004, Agile Ideas is an independent, project management agency specializing in Book-
based Prizes, Awards and Promotions. Since helping to create the commercial platform for the original 
Richard & Judy Book Club, Agile Ideas has project managed and helped administer many properties 
including; The Wainwright Golden Beer Literary Prize, The Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Awards, The 
Specsavers CrimeThriller Awards, The Cross Sports Book Awards. 
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